
OCTOBER 9, 2026
Sheraton Harrisburg Hershey Hotel  |  4650 Lindle Road, Harrisburg, PA

2026

SUMMIT
The Power of Nursing:
Driving Excellence in Practice, Leadership, and Outcomes



2 0 2 6  P S N A  S U M M I T

Program Schedule

1

	 7:30 – 8:30 am 	 Registration & Continental Breakfast

 

	 8:30 – 8:45 am 	 Welcome & Opening Remarks

	 8:45 – 9:30 am 	 KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
		  Leading with Purpose: 
		  Lessons, Strategies, and Growth in Nursing Leadership
		  Kathy Mayle, MNEd, MA, MBA, BSN, RN 
		

	 9:30  –  9:45 am 	 Break 

	 9:45 – 10:30 am	 Speakers 
		  Nursing Leadership at the Bedside: 
		  A Catalyst for Quality Improvement
		  Ashley Amon, MSN, RN, CMSRN, CNML
		  Andrea Ferguson, DNP, MSN, RN
		  Nicole Gautsch, DNP, MSN, MBA, RN, NE-BC
		  Penn State Health Hampden Medical Center

	 10:30 – 10:45 am 	 Break

	 10:45 – 11:30 am 	 Speakers 
		  Addressing Vaccine Hesitancy: Essential Knowledge 
		  and Strategies for Nurses 
		  Jessica  Tressler, DNP, MSN, RN 
		  Pennsylvania State Nurses Association
		  Kerrin Kunze, DNP, FNP-BC, RN 
		  Pennsylvania State Nurses Association
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 11:30 am – 12:30 pm 	 Lunch

 12:30 – 1:15 pm 	 Speaker 
		  The Ripple Effect: Uncovering the Hidden Drivers 
		  of Health & Well-Being
		  Kristin E. Davies, PhD, RN, CNE, NPD-BC 
		  Assistant Professor, Widener Dwyer School of Nursing

	 1:15 – 1:30 pm 	 Break

	 1:30 – 2:15 pm 	 Speaker 
		  The Use of Artificial Intelligence in the Education Design Process 
		  Deborah Lewis, PhD, RN, CNE, NPD-BC
		  Director, Professional Development, Pennsylvania State Nurses Association

	 2:15 – 2:30 pm	 Break

	 2:30 – 3:15 pm	 Speakers 
		  Legislative Updates, State and Federal
		  Jordan Fuhrman
		  Director of Government Affairs, Pennsylvania State Nurses Association
		  Wayne Reich, MSN, MBA, RN
		  CEO, Pennsylvania State Nurses Association

	 3:15 – 3:30 pm	 Summit Closing Remarks 

 	3:45 – 5:00 pm	 PSNA Annual Business Meeting (PSNA members only)
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Inside page (numbered 3) 
Program Notes 
 
Keynote Speaker_____________________________________ 
 
Kathy Mayle, MNEd, MA, MBA, BSN, RN, retired on June 30,  
as the Assistant Vice President and Dean of Strategic Initiatives at the 
Community College of Allegheny County, or CCAC. Dean Mayle served 
there previously in two positions: Assistant Vice President and Dean of 
Nursing, Allied Health and Sciences, 2022-2025; and Dean of Nursing, 
2012-2025. She came to CCAC from Duquesne University School of 
Nursing, where she was faculty and Director, Center for Health Care 
Diversity, since March 2000. 
 
Prior to Duquesne, Ms. Mayle served 12 years as the Executive 
Director of the Nursing Recruitment Coalition, a consortium of 15 area 
hospitals and schools of nursing that pooled resources to address the 
issue of so few minorities practicing as professional registered nurses.  
 
Ms. Mayle was educated at the University of Pittsburgh, where she received a BSN, a Masters of 
Nursing Education with a concentration in Nursing Administration, and an MBA. In addition, she 
obtained an MA in Health Care Ethics from Duquesne University in 2012.  
 
Professionally, from 2009 until April 2012, Ms. Mayle served on the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation’s National Advisory Committee for the Evaluating Innovations in Nursing Education 
initiative, her second stint on one of that foundation’s national committees. Her earlier role, from 
1994-1999, was with the Colleagues In Caring National Advisory Committee that looked at nursing 
workforce issues.   
 
In 2010, Governor Edward Rendell commissioned Ms. Mayle to serve on the PA Center for Health 
Professions’ Leadership Advisory Board to track and monitor health care workforce issues. Ms. 
Mayle has experience in writing and successfully obtaining and administering grants to fund kids 
into health career initiatives and programs geared to recruit, retain, and graduate economically 
and/or educationally disadvantaged individuals as professional registered nurses. She has also 
served with the Health Resources Services Administration as a peer reviewer. 
 
Ms. Mayle serves on the Board of Directors of UPMC Magee-Womens Hospital, where she also 
chairs the Ethics Committee.   
 
 
Continuing Education_______________________________ 
 
To obtain 3.75 contact hours, participants will attend the entire program and complete the 
evaluation no later than October 29, 2026. 
 
The Pennsylvania State Nurses Association is accredited as a provider of nursing continuing 
professional development by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on 
Accreditation.  
 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Kathy Mayle, MNEd, MA, MBA, BSN, RN, retired on June 30, 
as the Assistant Vice President and Dean of Strategic Initiatives at the Community 
College of Allegheny County, or CCAC. Dean Mayle served there previously in two 
positions: Assistant Vice President and Dean of Nursing, Allied Health and Sciences, 
2022-2025; and Dean of Nursing, 2012-2025. She came to CCAC from Duquesne 
University School of Nursing, where she was faculty and Director, Center for Health 
Care Diversity, since March 2000.

Prior to Duquesne, Ms. Mayle served 12 years as the Executive Director of the Nursing Recruitment 
Coalition, a consortium of 15 area hospitals and schools of nursing that pooled resources to address the 
issue of so few minorities practicing as professional registered nurses. 

Ms. Mayle was educated at the University of Pittsburgh, where she received a BSN, a Masters of Nursing 
Education with a concentration in Nursing Administration, and an MBA. In addition, she obtained an MA 
in Health Care Ethics from Duquesne University in 2012. 

Professionally, from 2009 until April 2012, Ms. Mayle served on the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s 
National Advisory Committee for the Evaluating Innovations in Nursing Education initiative, her second 
stint on one of that foundation’s national committees. Her earlier role, from 1994-1999, was with the 
Colleagues In Caring National Advisory Committee that looked at nursing workforce issues.  

In 2010, Governor Edward Rendell commissioned Ms. Mayle to serve on the PA Center for Health 
Professions’ Leadership Advisory Board to track and monitor health care workforce issues. Ms. Mayle 
has experience in writing and successfully obtaining and administering grants to fund kids into health 
career initiatives and programs geared to recruit, retain, and graduate economically and/or educationally 
disadvantaged individuals as professional registered nurses. She has also served with the Health 
Resources Services Administration as a peer reviewer.

Ms. Mayle serves on the Board of Directors of UPMC Magee-Womens Hospital, where she also chairs the 
Ethics Committee.  

Continuing Education

To obtain 4.5 contact hours, participants will attend the entire program and complete the evaluation no 
later than October 29, 2026.

The Pennsylvania State Nurses Association is accredited as a provider of nursing continuing professional 
development by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation. 


